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           Issue 163 

“As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on 

this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. Luke 19: 41—42 

PLEASE NOTE: Items for the next issue of “Mission & Vision” need to be  
sent to Ross by Monday 15th April.  

A copy of this news sheet can be found & downloaded from the Synod website  
southernsynodurc.org.uk 

Full details and booking form online: 
www.dunamis.org.uk/canterbury 

For enquiries about this event contact Val Cannon: 
val@dunamis.org.uk 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:modpa@urcsouthern.org.uk
http://southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-vision-162
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The United Reformed Church Buildings Forum Webinar 

 ‘Living stones for a living church: buildings for the ministry of Mission’ 

Part 1           21 May 7.30pm 

Part 2           04 June 7.30pm 

 This is an open invitation to attend the URC Church Buildings Forum webinar on Zoom on 21 May 2024 7.30-9pm. 
Following the launch of these webinars just over three years ago, The Revd Dr John P. Bradbury will return as the 
keynote speaker to address how we may best use our building and assets for mission and ministry, particularly 
within the context of the Church Life Review and its outworking. As always with the webinars, you will have the 
opportunity for conversation in breakout rooms and, importantly, it will also be a listening exercise to hear the 
questions that you have, the challenges that churches face, and positive ideas, examples and news to be shared. 
  
A complementary and more pragmatically focussed Part Two will take place on 4 June 2024 7.30-9pm.  There will 
be a presentation of North Western Synod’s strategy ‘A Church with People at the Margins: A Strategy for Mission 
and Ministry’ and examples of a number of local churches already on that journey, in order to stimulate debate 
and encourage other synods and local churches.  
  
Coming along to one of the webinars will be more useful than not coming to either, but we do hope that you will 
be able to attend both. 

 To register for either or both seminars please email:  
mission@urc.org.uk   

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:mission@urc.org.uk
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Horsham URC 

One of my favourite verses from ‘The Message’ translation of the Bible is 
John 1 v14 where Eugene Peterson describes so fittingly Christ’s birth: 

‘The word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood’ 

Jesus had a strong sense of commitment to people and place and there were distinct neighbourhoods, notably his own 
Galilean region where he sought to engage with the community and bring a sense of love and light. 

In embarking on a role as Transition Minister/Visionary Companion at Horsham URC I have sought as a first step to 
reach out into the immediate vicinity of the Church. I have visited neighbouring offices, the shopping centre next door, 
the pubs, the town library and treated the Catholic deacon from across the road to a latte. I have to say that I have been 
warmly received and had some lovely and some quite deep conversations. I have taken the congregation on a prayer 
walk around that area and we went out into the street and into a nearby pub at Christmas to sing carols. We found the 
courage to make that outward step and gained a positive response. I do feel that we are placed as Christians in particular 
vicinities for a reason and our surroundings are a good starting point in bringing the grace of Christ to bear. Jesus began 
by building relationships and we are trying to do the same in these early days of our new ministry team here in 

Horsham.                                                                                                                                                                         Rev David Pitkeathly 

Church in 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk

