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“Unto you is born this day in the 

city of David, a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11  

 

“Thanks be to God for his  

indescribable gift!” 

On behalf of all Synod staff, we wish 

you a very happy Christmas, praying 

that you will know the joy, hope and 

peace of Christ as you celebrate the 

wonder of His love. 
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VISIONARY COMPANIONS 

This role is a core part of 

the new Synod deployment 

policy process for churches 

entering pastoral vacancy. 

It requires a unique set of  

gifts and skills which will 

enable a church to go on a 

journey to explore  their 

vision and strategy for the 

future. VC’s need to be 

Visionary, innovative and 

able to think outside 

traditional boxes… is this 

you? If so, come and find 

out more on January 3rd.  

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
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PLEASE NOTE: Items for the 
next issue of “Mission & 
Vision” need to be sent  

to Andy by 29 December.  
A copy of this news sheet 

can be found & downloaded 
from the Synod website  

southernsynodurc.org.uk 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:training@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:doelandmissionpa@southern.org.uk
http://southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-vision-156
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St. ANDREW’S DARTFORD 
 

St. Andrew’s has been blessed over many years with Ministers of 
Word and Sacrament.  In 2006 we were amongst the first of the churches to be affected by deployment. 
Was this the end of the road for us?  No it definitely was not, it was the start of a new exciting journey.  
Southern Synod’s foresight to recognise the value of training and supporting Lay Ministry has allowed us 
to continue to be a strong growing URC presence in Dartford.  I am the second Local Church Leader to be 
identified and called from within our own fellowship and it is a privilege to work alongside the Elders and 
congregation. Local Church Leadership is tailor made for the needs of the local church, my role is that of 
soul charge, some LCL’s work alongside ministers or have a project associated with the local church. As 
Minsters have wider pastorates along with Area/Synod responsibilities, the need for this ministry is 
growing.   

Rita Brown 
Local Church Leader 

EDITOR’S NOTE: why not check out the church’s web site to see some of the exciting things taking place at St. 
Andrew’s. https://www.standrewsunitedreformedchurchdartford.com/  

Church in 

A NEW BIRTH  

Almost before Christmas is over 

there will be a Synod new birth 

with the happy arrival of the Kent 

& East Sussex Synod Area 

(KESSA). In your new diary, mark 

the date of Saturday 3rd February 

for a Celebration Launch at 

Maidstone URC from 11am to 

3pm. All are welcome to join the 

celebration and hear some 

challenging speakers! 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
https://www.standrewsunitedreformedchurchdartford.com/
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