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           Issue 126 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” Luke 4: 18—19 

PLEASE NOTE: Items for the next issue of “Mission 
& Vision” need to be sent to Andy by 14 October.  

A copy of this news sheet can be found & 
downloaded from the Synod website  

southernsynodurc.org.uk 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:training@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:doelandmissionpa@southern.org.uk
http://southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-vision-126
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Let’s all pray for Synod 
Together on Saturday as we 

gather to celebrate the 
Lord’s abundant blessing 

and provision. 
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SYNOD ECUMENICAL OFFICER 

 
As your Ecumenical Officer I have become familiar with some of the watchwords used by denominational EOs and 
Churches Together in England (CTE) who provide our training.  Among these is the phrase ‘receptive ecumenism.’  
As the CTE website explains, ‘Receptive ecumenism is essentially very simple.  Instead of asking what other Church 
traditions need to learn from us, we ask what our tradition needs to learn from them.’ ‘It challenges us not to 
think of what others might benefit from receiving from us, but instead invites us to recognise our needs and to 
put ourselves in the place of being a recipient.’  There is wisdom in this approach which can help overcome the 
undoubted tensions that result from working with people who differ from ourselves, both within the United 
Reformed Church and beyond.  How can we affirm what is good in the other person, the other group, the other 
church?  Having spent more than four decades now in contexts that include inhabiting the household of other 
denominations alongside the URC, it is in those times when I have learned to appreciate the gifts in others that 
the most rewarding steps have been taken.  This September I begin my last year of URC stipendiary ministry, and 
both now and beyond that horizon I hope to uphold receptive ecumenism ‘which has the potential to transform 
how we listen and relate as churches – learning from each other and recognising that we all have gifts to share.’  It 
is an attitude that helps to fulfil Jesus’ prayer, “That they may be one…that the world may believe….” (John 17:21). 
 

Rev. Paul Dean 

Church in 
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