
FELLOWSHIP: SERMON       

 

 

Holy Habits: Fellowship 
Readings:  
(If you want fewer than three readings, they are ranked here in decreasing order of 
importance for the message, i.e. definitely use Acts). 
Acts 2.42-47 
Mark 3.31-35 
Leviticus 19.1-3, 9-18 
 
The Big Idea:  
Christian fellowship is crucial for life in the Spirit and so for discipleship and mission. 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
Introduction/Setting the scene 
Re-cap on Walking the Way & Holy Habits (if/as appropriate) 
2nd of the Holy Habits is Fellowship 
 
Fellowship can be downplayed in today’s church. 
“Please join us after the service in the hall for a time of fellowship over a cup of tea or 
coffee.” (If you can’t quote that from the church’s notice sheet, just say it’s not 
uncommon to hear/see it). 
Fellowship = a friendly chat. 
Church membership = your name on a roll until you fall out with someone or a better 
church takes your fancy. 
It’s a long way from Fellowship in Acts 2. 
 
Acts 2 
Earliest Christians – devoted to fellowship (v.42). 
Maybe that early experience of fellowship was already being downplayed by the time 
Luke wrote Acts, because he then spends four verses (44-47) explaining what that 
early fellowship looked like, whereas the apostles’ teaching, breaking bread and 
prayers need no explanation. 
 
Maybe it’s no accident that this deep level of commitment in the first church was the 
setting in which the Holy Spirit did ‘many wonders and signs’ (v.43), worship was 
exuberant and attractive (v.47) and many people joined them (v.47). 
Maybe if we could recover something of that fellowship in our church(es), we would 
see similar renewal? 
 
Three aspects of fellowship that might help us find renewal for our discipleship and 
mission: 
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Fellowship that is like a family 
 
Re-cap Mark 3.31-35 if it wasn’t read earlier. 
When Jesus’ family came to take him away, Jesus’ response was shocking. 
(The family was super-important in Jewish culture. It was a microcosm of the Covenant 
between God and Israel). 
Jesus said that if you do the will of God, you are a member of his family. 
Tell an anecdote about the strength of family bonds (taking care towards single people 
and anyone who’s had a bad experience of family) 
 
If you are a disciple of Jesus, you are my sister or brother.  
That woman in the Christian Aid leaflet, whose life half-way round the world is so 
different and seemingly so disconnected from mine, is my sister. 
How does that change how I feel towards her, how I act, what I do with my money? 
 
Acts 2.44-45 – pooled possessions.  
Acts 4.34 – no needy persons among them.  
Acts 2.46 – spent time together, including eating together. 
Like a family. 
 
In an individualistic, consumerist culture, Christian fellowship could be the antidote to 
loneliness, poverty and dis-contentment. 
Acts 2 – a tall order and (as previously said) too hard even for early church to keep it 
up. 
But what could we do to deepen the sense of belonging together in our church? 
How could we develop practices of commitment, stability, forgiveness and generosity, 
that would make our church more like a family and less like a religious club? 
 
Fellowship that is Christ-centred 
 
2 types of people in the world – those who divide the world into 2 types of people and 
those who don’t! 
2 types of group: 

- closed set 
- centred set 

Closed set – focus is on the boundary and who’s in and who’s out. There are rules 
about how you can cross the boundary and join the set. There may also be rules to 
remove someone. 
Centred set – focus is not on your position (in/out) but on your direction of travel 
(towards/away). 
 
The church in Acts 2 seems to have been a centred set. 
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Jesus at the centre (see Peter’s speech that precedes our passage). 
Didn’t have time to fuss about rules and boundaries, and probably would not have 
been interested in such things anyway. 
Pre-occupied with (‘devoted to’) worship, fellowship and learning (v.42) 
Anyone could join in, and lots of people did. 
 
[Similar picture in Leviticus 19 – focus is on belonging in family and covenant, along 
with obedience to the Law, with a particular emphasis on honest speech and 
commitment to justice. With that focus at the centre, there is space at the edges for 
generosity towards the poor and the foreigner. ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 
(v.18)] 
 
Fellowship that is without borders 
 
This follows on from the previous point. 
There is always a danger that communities that practice a strong commitment to each 
other, for example intentional or monastic communities, become over-concerned with 
maintaining the purity of the community and policing the borders. We don’t see that in 
the Acts 2 church. 
 
A Christ-centred church isn’t too worried about borders. 
Just as Jesus was happy to serve communion to Judas Iscariot first at the Last Supper, 
so the Acts 2 church was inclusive, and many people joined in and discovered faith in 
that Spirit-filled, generous family. 
This is a challenge to a church with a background of being a membership organisation, 
i.e. a closed set. 
There are risks in being generous, welcoming and inclusive, but it is the way of Jesus. 
What could we do to loosen our borders? 
What could we do to be more outward-facing, reaching out with the love of Christ? 
 
Conclusion 
 
Fellowship that is like a family, that is Christ-centred and that is without borders, is a 
core characteristic of a Spirit-filled, Jesus-shaped, growing church. 
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