Checklist of points for discussion with trainee tutors


Sacraments Course – Discussion with prospective Course Tutors

Course Material

· Theological influences on Communion Material
· J. Jeremias, The Eucharistic Words of Jesus  >>> excessive emphasis on Passover [Show PPT Presentation available for (Document C1b)
· G. Dix, The Shape of the Liturgy (note that some distinguished low church Anglican liturgical scholars (Colin Buchanan, Charles Read) think he was wrong on certain key points – confused “offertory” with “taking”!)

· Course Material 

· Comments on the original Course material (Original Course booklet = Document A2)
· Comments on recent revisions (See introduction to revised edition: Document A1) 
· Alternative assignment re Passover/Last Supper/Lord’s Supper

· Reduced emphasis on Seder liturgy (though this has still been retained)
· Clarification/tightening of rubrics
· Session One – has proved a useful exercise to explore the significance of the different names used for communion as each brings out a different aspect
· Communion Game and Baptism Game modified
· Changes to the Baptism assignments (students required to comment on three scenarios rather than write general notes) and related discussion has produced more focused discussion 
Books – See Selected Reading List (Document F5)
Liturgical Material

· Baptism
· The Order of Service in 2003 book, and how it differs from 1989 book – criticisms of the 1989 service (Kennedy & Tovey, Grove 120).

· Other non-URC materials that may be helpful

· N.B. Some bits of the service are mandatory! (see rubric to 2003 baptismal rite)
· Revised edition has more focused questions (case study scenarios)
· Communion

· Lack of consistency of approach as between various URC orders

· Pros and cons of four main URC orders
· Mention that students often use the URC Third Order but fail to realise that there are two alternative Prayers of Thanksgiving (para.11) with different arrangements for fraction/distribution.

· Mention that season-specific material is also available on the CD-ROM  

· Other suitable material known to tutors
· Liturgical gestures (Bosco Peters article (Document J2) useful)
Students - Common Areas of Difficulty
· Failure to take realistic account of work-load (the likely time commitment is stated in specimen email(s) advertising the Course: Documents B1a/B1b)

· Failure to do the assignments set

· Lack (in some cases) of experience of leading worship - little understanding of the structure and flow of the service
· Lack of reflective practice relating to worship
· Assumption that one’s own church practice is normative

· Bad role models 
· E.g. exposure to communion services without recognisable prayers of thanksgiving; baptism services without the affirmations of faith required by the URC

· Legacy of other traditions/former practice, esp.
· Anglican

· Free Church “tacked-on” communion

· Lack of consistency in URC approach

· As between the different orders

· Being ecumenical and being Reformed are aspirations that are sometimes in tension

· Misuse/lack of understanding of liturgical terms (see handout RG02: Document F2)
· Consecration – Some students insist on using the term. Worship from the United Reformed Church does not use it at all. References removed from revised edition.
· Offertory

· Institution Narrative – sometimes referred to as a Prayer

· Acclamation/Affirmation of Faith – assumed to be synonymous!

· Confusion caused by the Seder leaflet – need to stress to students that this is a Christianised version of the Passover. Even when we do so, students still get confused.
· Problems in constructing communion liturgy
· Failure to understand that the communion orders in Worship from: the United Reformed Church are not “scripts” and that items can be added (e.g. children’s address, more hymns/songs) or omitted (e.g. kyries, Gloria, creed, Agnus Dei). 
· Picking and mixing from different communion orders – hard because the orders work differently (see “Health Warnings” handout RG01: Document F1)
· Editing down Thanksgiving Prayers deemed overlong – 
· seldom successful because essential bits edited out!
· Better to use a shorter (published) thanksgiving prayer. (Baptist Union and Iona Wild Goose Worship Group have produced useful short ones)
· Occasionally a student fails to realise that the biddings/responses in Rejoice & Sing 12 do not of themselves constitute a prayer of thanksgiving but merely give the items the congregation will join in saying.  
· Homework

· Criteria/rationale (See Document B3 re Satisfactory Completion)
· Marking inadequate homework
· Analysis of Bible passages relating to communion seldom done well
Common Questions/Issues raised by students
· “When can I (as a lay person) preside?”
· URC Baptism Policy

· Challenges to “only baptise once”

· Infant/Believers’ Baptism
Consider impact of the above on dynamics and time-keeping of group (students with “axes to grind”/detailed concerns can take up a lot of time); can the matters be dealt with outside tutorial sessions?
Resources for Tutors and Students – see folder F
· Note RG01 Health Warnings 

· Note RG02 “Communion Terminology – Frequent Confusions”

· Note RG03 Sursum Corda

· Note RG04 Role of President 

· Selected Reading List

Practicalities

· Tutors don’t often run the three-tutorial version of the course, presumably because of the difficulty of finding three dates suitable to all the students. The two-session version makes for a Study Day that some find long. But the closing communion seems to fit better at the end of a Study Day at the end of the course than at any other time.
· Two hours is probably inadequate for Tutorial One (or for the subsequent sessions): 2 ¼ - 2 ½ hours preferable.

· Practice communion presidency necessitates 5 minutes per student, and inevitably takes longer the more students there are. In order to allow time for overall reflection, minimum time needed would be 30 mins.
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