First Order of Holy Communion

The Preparation

1. Greeting

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ.

Grace to you and peace.

or

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

2. SENTENCE
This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is none other than the house of God,

and this is the gate of heaven. 

or

Our help is in the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth. 
3. HYMN or PSALM

4. PRAYER of APPROACH

God, our source and guide and goal:

you have made us in your image

and set us in a world full of beauty;

you dwell in light unapproachable,

yet you have come to be among us, full of grace and truth;

you are the power from on high,

coming in wind and flame to work your wonders in our midst.

Gracious God, awaken us from sleep

that we may worship you in spirit and in truth:

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

5. THE GREAT COMMANDMENTS Great Commandments

Hear, O Israel:

The Lord our God, the Lord is one.

Love the Lord your God

with all your heart,

with all your soul,

with all your mind,

and with all your strength.

This is the first and great commandment.

The second is like it:

Love your neighbour as yourself

There is no commandment greater than these.

Alternatively ‘A New Commandment’ (R&S 745)

or the Ten Commandments may be used.

6. PRAYER of CONFESSION

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just,

will forgive us our sins. 

Jesus says:

I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.

Mark :

Let us confess our sins together and seek God’s forgiveness.

Almighty God, we confess before you

our own sin, the sin of the Church

and the sin of the world, in which we share.

We have not loved you with our whole being;

we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.

In your mercy,

forgive us when we turn from you;

release us from the burden of our past,

and remake us in your image and likeness

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Silence
7. ASSURANCE of PARDON

The Lord says: See, I am making all things new.

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.

In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself

Through him your sins are forgiven.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

The Lord also says:

If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me.

OR

May the God of mercy

who forgives you all your sins through Jesus Christ

strengthen you in all goodness

by the power of the Holy Spirit

and keep you in eternal life. Amen.

8. LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie Eleison)
The Kyries (R&S 5) may be said or sung.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

or

Holy God, holy and mighty,

holy and immortal,

have mercy upon us.

9. Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

10. PRAYER for GRACE

[ministry of the word – OT, Psalm, NT, Sermon, Affirmation of Faith]

16. Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Supper

18. INVITATION

Let us celebrate this joyful feast.

People will come from east and west and north and south,

and sit at table in the kingdom of God.

Jesus said: I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away.

The invitation may be given in other appropriate words
19. OFFERTORY

The bread and wine may be brought to the table, with the gifts of the people

If the bread and wine are already on the table, they should now be uncovered. 
The following sentence may be used:

Brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God

present your bodies as a living sacrifice,

holy and acceptable to God.

If the Peace is used at this point, the following sentence may be used:

When you are offering your gift at the altar,

if you remember that your brother or sister has

something against you,

leave your gift there before the altar and go:

first be reconciled to your brother or sister.

The following prayer may be used:

Almighty and most merciful God,

out of the fullness of your gifts

we bring before you this bread and this wine,

our gifts and our lives.

Blessed be your holy name forever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

or

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,

which earth has given and human hands have made.

May it become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,

fruit of the vine and the work of human hands.

May it become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness

we have ourselves to offer,

fruit of the womb, and formed by your love.

May we become your servants in the world.

Blessed be God for ever.

20. Institution narrative 

The narrative may be omitted if it is used as part of the Prayer of Thanksgiving
Hear the narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper as it is recorded by St Paul.

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took

a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it

and said, ‘This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup
also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in

my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance

of me’. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

1 Cor.11:23-26

21.PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We offer you thanks, Creator, Saviour, Giver of Life.

From the beginning you have made yourself known:

the heavens proclaim your glory and the earth sings your praise.

In wisdom you made all that is

and you bless us with earth’s fruitfulness.

You are merciful and gracious, and abounding in love.

Yet from our first days we have disobeyed your will.

Long ago you called to yourself a people

to shine as light to guide all nations to your presence.

You led them to freedom;

you revealed to them your Law

and taught them through your prophets.

Finally you sent your promised Son, Jesus Christ,

who shared our human nature and understood our weakness.

Born of Mary, he showed forth your love by word and sign.

Therefore with all your people in heaven and on earth

we sing the triumphant hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

He sought the unloved and the lost

and welcomed all who came to him;

he taught us lessons of forgiveness

he brought us healing for our sickness,

and showed us how to live according to your will.

For this he was rejected,

for this he endured grief and sorrow,

for this he gave himself up to death upon the Cross.

But you broke the power of sin and death

and raised him to the heights,

that through the blood of his Cross

and by the gift of the Holy Spirit

everything in earth and heaven might be reconciled to you.

[The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said:

‘This is my body which is broken for you.

Do this is remembrance of me.’

In the same way he took the cup also after supper, saying:

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.]

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

or

Dying, you destroyed our death.

Rising, you restored our life.

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Come, Creator God: renew the face of the earth;

come, eternal Saviour: remake us in your likeness;

come, Holy Spirit, transform these gifts:

that Christ may be known to us in the breaking of the bread

and that we may be strengthened to serve him in the world.

May we on earth be one with all Christ’s people,

and, when all things are complete,

be raised up to be with him,

[with .... the saints; those who have died]

and with all your faithful servants in the heavenly places,

the homeland which we seek by faith,

and where he reigns in glory,

with you, Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever.

Amen.

22. peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.

Peace be with you.
23. BREAKING of BREAD & POURING of WINE

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

The bread which we break is the communion of the

body of Christ.

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion

of the blood of Christ.

or the Easter Anthems may be said or sung (R&S 748)

24. Agnus Dei

Musical settings will be found at R&S 14-16

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.

Have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.

Have mercy upon us

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.

Grant us peace.

or

Jesus, Lamb of God:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world:

grant us peace.
25. SHARING of BREAD and WINE

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of

the world.

Blessed are those who are called to the wedding feast

of the Lamb.

Alleluia.

or

Holy things for a holy people.

Only one is holy, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are made holy in him.

Take, eat; this is the body of Christ, broken for you.

Do this in remembrance of him.

This cup is the new covenant in the blood of Christ,

shed for you and for all, for the forgiveness of sin.

Drink of it, all of you, in remembrance of him.

or

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

or

The bread of heaven in Christ Jesus.

The cup of salvation in Christ Jesus.

26. PRAYER after Communion 
God of a love stronger than death,

you have given us new birth into a living hope

through the gift of your Son.

God with us,

like a mother you have fed us with yourself

and strengthened us for journeying ahead.

God of truth and power,

you take our weakness and our sin

and refashion us by grace.

Gracious God,

may the love which bids us welcome at this table

gather all your children into one,

in your eternal presence,

whole and free at last. Amen. 
27. HYMN:

28. DISMISSAL

Go out into the world with the food of your pilgrimage

in peace and gladness.

Thanks be to God for his gift beyond words.

or

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

29. BLESSING

And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be with you always.

Amen. 
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