Fourth Order of Holy Communion

1-8 Approach

9-14 Ministry of the Word

15. Prayers for the Church and the World

16. Invitation

17. Peace

18. Offertory

The offerings of the people are collected. The bread and wine may be brought to the table or if already present are uncovered.

19. Hymn

20. Institution Narrative

21. The taking of the Bread and Wine

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

And following his example,

We take this bread and this cup,

And give thanks to God.

22. The Thanksgiving

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

With joy we give you thanks and praise,

Almighty God, Source of all life and love,

that we live in your world,

that you are always creating and

sustaining it by your power,

and that you have so made us

that we can know and love you,

trust and serve you.

We give you thanks

that you loved the world so much

that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who has faith in him

may not die but have eternal life.

A seasonal or other special thanksgiving may follow here [these are known in Anglican worship as Proper Prefaces].

We thank you that Jesus was born among us

that he lived our common life on earth;

that he suffered and died for us;

that he rose again;

and that he is always present

through the Holy Spirit.

We thank you that we can live in the faith

that your kingdom will come,

and that in life, in death and beyond death

you are with us.

Therefore with all the company of heaven,

and with all your people,

of all places and times,

we proclaim your greatness and sing your praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Holy Lord God,

by what we do here

in remembrance of Christ

we celebrate his perfect sacrifice on the Cross

and his glorious resurrection and ascension;

we declare that he is Lord of all;

and we prepare for his coming in his kingdom.

We pray that through your Holy Spirit

this bread may be for us the body of Christ

and this wine the blood of Christ.

Accept our sacrifice of praise;

and as we eat and drink at his command

unite us to Christ as one body in him,

and give us strength to serve you in the world.

And to you, one holy and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

we give praise and glory, now and for ever.

Amen.

23. The Lord’s Prayer

24. The Breaking of the Bread

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed

took bread and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and said,

‘This is my body which is for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.’

In the same way also the cup saying

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.’

If the narrative of the institution has been used earlier in the

service, as the bread is broken the minister may say:

The bread which we break

is the communion of the body of Christ.

And as the cup is raised the minister may say:

The cup of blessing which we bless

is the communion of the blood of Christ.

25. The Sharing of the Bread and Wine

In giving the bread the minister says:

Take, eat - this is the body of Christ

which is broken for you;

do this in remembrance of him.

or

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ,

given for you.

In giving the cup the minister says:

This cup is the new covenant in the blood of Christ,

shed for you and for many

for the remission of sins: drink of it.

or

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, shed for you.

26. The Acclamation

Let us praise the Lord.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Blessing and honour

and glory and power

be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.

27. Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Most gracious God,

we praise you for what you have given

and for what you have promised us here.

You have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.

You have fed us with the bread of life,

and renewed us for your service.

Now we give ourselves to you;

and we ask that our daily living

may be part of the life of your kingdom,

and that our love may be your love

reaching out into the life of the world;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

28. Hymn or Doxology

29. Dismissal and Blessing

Go in peace to serve the Lord;

and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be with you always. Amen.
Seasonal Thanksgivings [i.e. Proper Prefaces for insertion in Prayer of Thanksgiving]
Advent

We praise you

that through his coming

your promises given by the prophets were fulfilled,

and that the day of our deliverance has dawned;

and, as we look for the triumph of his kingdom,

we exult with holy joy.

Christmas

We praise you that he took our nature

and was born as the child of Mary,

that he might share our life,

reveal your love and reconcile us to yourself,

and give us power to become

your sons and daughters.

Epiphany

We praise you that he is the light of the world

through whom we are brought

out of darkness into light,

and that by him your glory

has been revealed to the nations.

Lent

We praise you that because of his likeness to us

he was tested in every way yet without sin,

and that having endured and overcome temptation

he is able to help us in our times of trial,

and to give us strength to take up the cross

and follow him.

[Others available for Passiontide, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost]

