RG 02 – Communion Terminology – Occasional Confusions


Communion Terminology – Occasional Confusions
Students have sometimes used the following liturgical terms inaccurately.

Affirmation [sc. of Faith] is a synonym for “Creed”, a statement of what we, the church, or I, the Christian, believe. It is in effect a response to the Word and would therefore usually follow the sermon or (in a baptismal service) precede the questions to candidates and actual baptism. 

Not to be confused with “Acclamation”: in a communion service the Eucharistic Acclamations are the congregation’s responses, usually during the Thanksgiving (Eucharistic) Prayer (though in the 4th URC Order separately), such as “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again”. 

Consecration - Students have sometimes used the term “consecration” (as in “Prayer of Consecration”), imagining this something different from the prayer of thanksgiving. E.g. In one case a student had appeared to think that the epiclesis (i.e. the invocation of the Holy Spirit), a particular part of the prayer of thanksgiving, constituted consecration. The revised edition of the Course material avoids using the term. 
Worship from the United Reformed Church (rightly) avoids the term “consecration” altogether. As regards the Church of England, Colin Buchanan and Charles Read (The Eucharistic Prayers of Order One, Grove W158) say: “The broad position taken in worldwide Anglicanism at least since…1958 is that “consecration” is by thanksgiving, and the whole thanksgiving prayer
 must be viewed as consecrating. There is then no one “moment” when the transformation happens….”) This view is reflected in the definitions in two different liturgical dictionaries:

a. “Consecration, Prayer of – One of the names of the Eucharistic prayer or anaphora; its currency in English-speaking countries is due to the use of “Prayer of Consecration” as the title of this prayer in the English BCP of 1662… The use is now decreasing, due no doubt to its abandonment in the ASB and other revised liturgies”. (W. Jardine Grisebrooke in A New Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship)

b. “Consecration – The act of setting apart something or someone for sacred use and service. In the Eucharist the consecration is the setting apart of the bread and wine for use in Holy Communion by praying the GREAT THANKSGIVING” (P.H. Pfatteicher, A Dictionary of Liturgical Terms)

Offertory
This term (understandably) causes confusion, and the issue is confusingly dealt with in Worship: from as it appears that the URC does not have a clear view on the matter. 
When liturgists use the term, they do not use it as a synonym for “collection” (of money) but to refer to the presentation, preparation and offering of the bread and wine. So, if in your church, the elders carry in the elements and place them on the table at the beginning of the celebration of the sacrament, that is technically the Offertory. Alternatively, the elements, if already on the communion table, may simply be uncovered. The Book of Common Order of the Church of Scotland (i.e. another closely-related member of the Reformed Family) contains various different orders but none uses the word “Offertory” for this part of the service. 
The rubric in the URC 1980 book referred both to a monetary collection (called the offerings) and an offertory procession of the bread and wine, though it placed both at the same point in the service. Worship: from doesn’t contain the rubric but clearly assumes that both events happen at the same time. The position is determined by the understanding of Offertory in the strict liturgical sense. This is reflected in the R&S Offertory Prayer 10(a), which refers to “food and drink and money”. Prayer 10(b) is an alternative but can also work as a dedication of money in a non-communion service (at a different time in the service). It may, however, be questioned whether we should purport to offer bread and wine to God: isn’t it he who is offering it to us? The Fourth Order (only) in Worship: from contains both an Offertory and a Taking. Charles Read
 (et al.) would argue that this reflects the influence of Gregory Dix and that Dix wrongly referred to the Taking as the Offertory. However, the Fourth Order does work well and I have often used paras. 18-21 as they appear in the book. 



I would caution against a lengthy Offertory Prayer (such as the second one in para.19 of the URC First Order) as it could detract from the Prayer of Thanksgiving. 



RG 
� And note that the Prayer of Thanksgiving will, within the Anglican context, include the Institution Narrative. 


� How to Preside at Communion, p.11. 





