

Sacraments – Selected Reading List
The reading list is intended for Southern Sacraments Course tutors, URC presidents at communion who would like guidance on the theology or practice of the sacraments, and (where indicated by asterisks (*)) actual or prospective students on the Sacraments Course.
It is a personal list and does not purport to be comprehensive. I would be interested to hear from others about resources they find helpful.
Introductory booklets

	Title
	Comment
	Availability/
Price

	*David Kennedy & Phillip Tovey, Methodist and United Reformed Church Worship: Baptism and Communion in Two Free Churches. (1992) Grove Worship series W120
	The URC book referred to is the now superseded Service Book 1989 (which preceded Worship from the United Reformed Church). The Anglican book to which comparison is made, the Alternative Service Book, has also been superseded, by Common Worship (though much ASB material is retained by its successor, Common Worship). However, many points about communion apply equally in relation to the more recent material. The booklet also highlights issues with the 1989 baptism service; note how different the baptism service in Worship from: the United Reformed Church is. 
	Out-of-print but frequently available from Amazon suppliers for next to nothing.



	*Charles Read & Phillip Tovey, Baptism and Communion in the Methodist and the United Reformed Church (2006). Grove Worship series W188
	Useful points on both the current URC and Methodist books. W120 and W188 contain the only published commentary of which I am aware on URC communion and baptism rites. 
	Available from www.grovebooks.co.uk @ £3.95

	*Charles Read, How to Preside at Holy Communion (2014). Grove Worship series W214
	Though written from an Anglican perspective (and for clergy, as Anglicans do not permit lay presidency), most is very useful for URC presidents. Students who have obtained it have clearly profited from doing so: enables “the wood to be seen from the trees”. Essential reading for all tutors, and students should be recommended to obtain it.
	Available from www.grovebooks.co.uk @ £3.95

	Duncan B. Forrester, Living and Loving the Mystery: Exploring Christian Worship (2010)
	Useful introduction to worship, written by a Reformed (Church of Scotland) theologian. Very helpful summaries of the Passover, and the shape and content of communion liturgies, with lucid explanations of liturgical terms that students are unlikely to be familiar with.   
	£9.99 (or less)


More Specialised Books

	Title
	Comment
	Availability/Price

	Joachim Jeremias, The Eucharistic Words of Jesus (2011, but original edition published in 1935)
	The Synod Course assumes the correctness of Jeremias’s thesis that the Last Supper was a Passover meal. Important for tutors to understand that (a) not everyone accepts Jeremias’s view and (b) that, even if the Last Supper was a Passover meal, Passover is not the only relevant OT theme.  
	Old book, still in print, available second-hand at reasonable price.

Not a book you necessarily need to own but very influential. 

	Alasdair Heron, Table and Tradition: Towards an Ecumenical Understanding of the Eucharist (1983)
	Very useful on the NT passages (on which students are often weak!), and because Heron  questions the Jeremias view (“It is even today not entirely certain whether or not the Last Supper was a Passover meal.”) and evaluates the evidence. Author is from the Reformed tradition.
	I discovered second-hand copies available on Amazon at reasonable price. Worth owning if you are a Sacraments course tutor.

	I. Howard Marshall, Last Supper and Lord's Supper (Biblical and Theological Classics Library) (1980/1997)
	Very good on the NT passages. Marshall does an excellent job of showing the connections between the Last Supper and the Lord's Supper. Deals with the Last Supper accounts; then makes the theological and practical connections to our own observance of the Lord's Supper.  
	Old book but still available at reasonable prices from Amazon suppliers. Worth owning.

	Julian Templeton & Keith Riglin, Reforming Worship: English Reformed Principles and Practice (2012)
	The only academic book I know that covers URC worship (as opposed to worship in general/Reformed worship). Contains useful essays on different aspects of communion, including presidency. Strongly recommended reading for anyone tutoring URC students on liturgical matters.
	Expensive (ca. £15) new but available second-hand for significantly less. 

	Howard L. Rice & James C. Huffstutler, Reformed Worship (2001)
	Excellent brief chapters on Baptism and Lord’s Supper. Essential reading for tutors who have not studied sacramental theology academically. American.
	Worth any worship leader in the Reformed tradition owning.

	John E. Colwell, Promise and Presence: An Exploration of Sacramental Theology(2005/2011)
	Excellent overview of sacramental theology by a Baptist with strong ecumenical appreciation.
	Expensive but well worth reading if you have an interest in sacramental theology. Used on at least one Anglican ministerial training course!

	Pete Ward (ed.), Mass Culture: Eucharist and Mission in a Post Modern World (1999)
	Seven contributors speak from different traditions, examining the impact this act of worship can have on believers and outsiders. Stimulating general reading. 
	Discovered copies available for next to nothing from Amazon.

	B.A. Gerrish, Grace and Gratitude: The Eucharistic Theology of John Calvin (1993)
	Excellent but specialised: “This book is the first major study of Calvin's doctrine of the Lord's Supper in 25 years and the first attempt to show the eucharistic shape of Calvin's entire theology.”
	Available second-hand from Amazon suppliers at reasonable prices.


Other Resources, accessible by Internet

	Author/Title
	Comment
	Accessible at

	Katie Badie, “The Prayer of Humble Access”
	Whilst none of our URC orders includes such a prayer, I have had a student who wanted to discuss it, and the article proved useful.
	http://archive.churchsociety.org/churchman/
documents/Cman_120_2_Badie.pdf

	Bosco Peters, “The Great Thanksgiving”
	Useful discussion of liturgical gestures by an Anglican from NZ.
	http://www.liturgy.co.nz/ celebratingeucharist/
11greatthanksgiving.html

	World Council of Churches, “Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry”, Faith and Order Paper No. 111 (1982)
	Influential, much discussed report, often referred to as “The Lima Text”
	http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/i-unity-the-church-and-its-mission/baptism-eucharist-and-ministry-faith-and-order-paper-no-111-the-lima-text
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