RG 01 – Health Warnings


Sacraments Course – Notes for Students (Summary of comments a tutor might make at the end of tutorial 1: see Tutors’ Notes, para.9)
Issues that may arise when you do homework for the Study Day
For your homework, you will be required to compare the four orders from Worship from the United Reformed Church. 

Health warnings – 

· The four orders from Worship from the United Reformed Church do not use exactly the same terminology to describe broadly the same things! 
· Two orders (1st and 4th) are very long, quite similar to what you might get in the CofE. 
· Not all the bits are essential but it is important to know which ones are! 
· They vary in the order (sequence) in which they put things 
· – e.g. the position of the Peace – and one of your challenges is to work out why! (And no one has published a “Noddy’s Guide” to help us!)
· They aren’t entirely consistent in their theological rationale and are open to criticism on some points.

· All this can cause difficulty to students who want to “pick and mix” different bits of the different orders – 
· there are pitfalls for the unwary, esp. those who are not used to/trained in leading worship!
· This is one reason why you have to do the course – if you were an Anglican, you would literally have to “do it by the book”, whereas in Free Churches we have more decisions to make!
· The Prayers of Approach and Confession, Assurance of Pardon, and Offertory in Rejoice and Sing are distributed among the four orders in Worship from… (they predate it) but in principle be used with any of the Prayers of Thanksgiving, etc. 
· Don’t be misled by three orders referring to “Sermon” (1st,, 3rd and 4th), and  another (2nd) to “Presentation of the Good News”, or to none specifically referring to a Children’s Address. All the orders assume that the “word” is being proclaimed in some way, appropriate to the specific congregation. Methods and the no. of slots may vary.
· The Baptism service from Worship from the United Reformed Church is not a complete order of service but the baptism section for what would take place in a larger service.

Charles Read’s booklet, How to Preside at Holy Communion is very helpful.
Further issues of Principle
· Just because a church/president may typically do something doesn’t make it right! 
· If you are an elder, remember that one of the elders’ responsibilities is to ensure that the sacraments are duly administered; and doing this course should make you more sensitive to whether that is so.
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