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The Seder Meal
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE

Sanctification
Washing the hands
Parsley
Breaking the middle Matzah
The Hagadah – the telling of Salvation History
Psalms 113 and 114
The second washing
Blessing over the bread
Bitter herb
The ‘Hillel Sandwich’ (KJV ‘the sop’)
THE MEAL
Eating the Aphikomen
Grace
Hallel – Praise  -  Psalms 115 – 118
All is accomplished!



In churches and schools more and more people are discovering that learning about the Jews is greatly aided by the opportunity to experience a genuinely Jewish event!
Many have found that of all the possibilities the Passover Seder (rhymes with ‘raider’) is the best for this purpose. It is rich in symbolism and lessons, it says much about the roots of Christianity, explores many important humanitarian issues and is cleverly designed to involve children at all levels.
Prior to the meal the house is ceremonially cleaned, and all food containing raising agents, such as cake, bread, and grains that rise during cooking is removed from the house for the duration of the festival. The table for the Seder is set with crockery used only during Pesach. A plate is laid out with symbolic objects to be used in the service. A roasted egg – traditionally a symbol of mourning – symbolizes the Hebrew's new life when they left Egypt. A roasted lamb shank-bone recalls the sacrificed lamb and the blood on the doorposts of the Jews. Salted water remembers the tears and sweat of slavery. Horseradish is the bitter herb or maror that reminds Jews of the bitterness of those times. Charoset, a sweet paste of almonds, apples, raisins, and wine recalls the mortar used by the Hebrew slaves and the sweet taste of freedom. Mazot, an unleavened bread, remembers the hasty exodus, and parsley (carpas) symbolizes spring. There will also be wine, two candles, and a prayer book called a Haggadah for each person present.



The Seder Meal
The word “seder” literally means “order” in Hebrew. The name comes from the fact that there are 15 parts of the ritual service, all revolving around the upcoming Passover dinner. Food is an important symbolic element of Passover.

The Symbols of the Seder Plate
There are seven symbols that can be placed on the Seder plate but not all of them are required. They are:
Vegetable (Karpas) – This part of the seder plate dates back to a first and second century tradition in Jerusalem that involved beginning a formal meal by dipping vegetables in salt water before eating them. Hence, at the beginning of the seder a vegetable – usually lettuce, cucumber, radish or parsley – is dipped in salt water and eaten. It is sometimes said that the salt water represents the tears our ancestors shed during their years of enslavement.
Shank bone (Zeroa) / Roasted Beet – The roasted shank bone of a lamb reminds us of the tenth plague in Egypt, when all firstborn Egyptians were killed. The Israelites marked the doorposts of their homes with the blood of a lamb as a signal that death should pass over them, as it is written in Exodus 12:12.  The shank bone is sometimes called the Paschal lamb, with “paschal” meaning "He [God] skipped over" the houses of Israel.
The shank bone also reminds us of the sacrificial lamb that was killed and eaten during the days when the Temple stood. In modern times, some Jews will use a poultry neck instead. Vegetarians will often replace the shank bone with a roasted beet, which has the colour of blood and is shaped like a bone, but is not derived from an animal.
Hard Boiled Egg (Baytzah) – There are two interpretations of the symbolism of the hard boiled egg. One is that it is an ancient fertility symbol. The other is that it is a symbol of mourning for the loss of the two Temples, the first of which was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E. and the second of which was destroyed by the Romans in 70 C.E. Hard boiled eggs were traditionally the food of mourners and hence they were an appropriate symbol for the loss of these sacred sites.
Charoset – Haroset is a mixture that is often made of apples, nuts, wine and spices in the Ashkenazi tradition. It represents the mortar the Israelites were forced to use while they built structures for their Egyptian taskmasters. 
Bitter Herbs (Maror) – Because the Israelites were slaves in Egypt we eat bitter herbs to remind us of the harshness of servitude. Horseradish – either the root or a prepared paste – is most often used. A small amount of maror is usually eaten with an equal portion of charoset. It can also be made into a "Hillel Sandwich," where maror and charoset are sandwiched between two pieces of matzah.
Bitter Vegetable (Hazeret) – This piece of the seder plate also symbolizes the bitterness of slavery. Romaine lettuce is usually used, which doesn’t seem very bitter but the plant has bitter tasting roots. When hazeret is not represented on the seder plate some Jews will put a small bowl of salt water in its place.
Orange - Also optional. The orange is a recent addition to the seder plate and not one that is used in every Jewish home. It was introduced by Susannah Heschel, a Jewish feminist and scholar, as a symbol that represents including women and homosexuals in Jewish tradition – both groups that have often been marginalized. 







The Kiddush – the blessing – the sanctification




English translation of Friday night kiddush
[Evening became morning]: The sixth day. And the heavens and the earth and all that filled them were complete.
And on the seventh day God completed the labour He had performed, and He refrained on the seventh day from all the labour which He had performed. And God blessed the seventh day and He sanctified it, for He then refrained from all his labour - from the act of creation that God had performed.
Permit me, distinguished ones, rabbis, guests and colleagues:
Blessed are You, the Lord our God, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. (Amen)
Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctified us with His commandments, and hoped for us, and with love and intent invested us with His sacred Sabbath, as a memorial to the deed of Creation. It is the first among the holy festivals, commemorating the exodus from Egypt. For You chose us, and sanctified us, out of all nations, and with love and intent You invested us with Your Holy Sabbath.
Blessed are You, Sanctifier of the Sabbath. (Amen)






INTRODUCTION
Welcome
Party Meal – many traditions
Teaching Children
Religious Celebration
Tonight 3 events:	Old Testament Passover
			Modern Passover
			Last Supper
Joyful, fun event
Includes families and guests
Not fully in accord with diet laws!
Don’t know who attended the Last Supper
	- slaves, servants, women, children?
Look at 1st Century Table Setting
Search for leaven the day before the festival
Father as celebrant
Wife begins by lighting the festival candles

Wife:	Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, who hast commanded us to kindle the festival lights (Lights candles shielding eyes so as not to benefit before blessing) 
Comment: Cup of wine poured by celebrant for each member of  family, Kiddush cup – 
	cup of sanctification

First of the 4 promises to Moses:
I will:	bring you out
	redeem you
	deliver you
	take you for my people and be your God (Ex6:6-7a)





Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam…
Celebrant: Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine. Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Sovereign of the universe, who hast chosen us from among all people, and exalted us above all languages, and sanctified with thy commands;
With love hast thou given us, O Lord our God, solemn days for joy, festivals and seasons for gladness; this day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, the season of our freedom, a memorial of the departure from Egypt.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, who hast kept us alive, sustained us and enabled us to reach this season.
[All drink – Use right hand. Left arm leans on table (reclining). This is the ‘Cup of Sanctification’ originally passed round – one cup.
Comment: Celebrant goes to side table, washes hands in basin, dries them and returns to place.
Takes from Seder dish a bunch of parsley – a reminder of the bunch of hyssop used to sprinkle the blood of the lamb on the posts and lintel of the door of the houses in which the Israelites dwelt at the very first Passover.]
Celebrant:  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of the earth.
[Breaks off a small piece of parsley for each member of the family. Guests take theirs. Dips it into salt water representing tears and salt of the sea.
Eat parsley
[Comment: Celebrant takes plate with 3 cakes of unleavened bread wrapped in cloth. Takes middle cake. Holding it up breaks into 2 unequal parts and replaces the small between the other 2 cakes. The larger is wrapped in another cloth and hidden away among the cushions.
This will be used later. It will be the last thing eaten. It represents that which is to come – what we are looking for – the Messiah.
Lifts dish]
Celebrant: This is the bread of affliction which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Let all those who are hungry enter and eat thereof, and all who are in want, come and celebrate the Passover. At present we celebrate it here. But next year we hope to celebrate it in the land of Israel; this year we are servants here, but next year we hope to be free men in the land of Israel. 
[Pours for each person a second cup of wine – the cup of Haggadah (telling) – not to be drunk until later in the service.]
Younger son: Why is this night different from all other nights? On all other nights we may eat either leavened or unleavened bread. On all other nights we may eat any species of herbs, but on this night bitter herbs. On all other nights, we do not dip even once, but on this night twice. On all other nights we eat and drink either sitting or reclining, but on this night we all recline.
THE HAGADAH – The Telling – Deut 26: 5 – 9 expanded. The progress from being a horde of slaves, the deliverance of the people until ultimately they became a nation in a land in a covenant with God.
Celebrant: We were slaves unto Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord our God brought us forth from thence with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. And if the Most Holy, blessed is He, had not brought forth our ancestors from Egypt, we and our children and our children’s children would still be in bondage to the Pharaohs in Egypt.
Wherefore we are all wise, all of us men of understanding and experience, all of us having knowledge in the alw, it nevertheless would be our duty to discuss the departure from Egypt. And all who discuss at length the departure from Ehypt are accounted praiseworthy.
It says in Deuteronomy “And the Egyptians dealt harshly with us, and oppressed us and enslaved us in terrible bondage, and we cried out to God, the God of our fathers and he heard us and saw our affliction and our slavery and oppression. And God brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand, an outstretched arm and with awesome terrors and with signs and wonders.
God sent no messengers on his behalf, he performed the deliverance by himself.
These are the ten plagues which God inflicted on the Egyptians in Egypt:
[Comment: As each is mentioned, a drop of wine is spilt from the cup – we cannot be entirely happy if our happiness is purchased at the cost of others]
Say together: Blood, frogs, gnats, flies, beasts, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death of the firstborn.
Celebrant (holding up the shank bone) The Pascal Lamb which our ancestors ate during the existence of the Holy Temple, what did it denote? It denoted that the Most Holy, blessed be He, passed over our fathers’ houses in Egypt, as it is said, “And ye shall say, ‘It is the Lord’s Passover, because he passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when he smote the Egyptians and delivered our houses.’ And the people bowed their heads and worshipped.”  
[(replace the shank bone)
Comment: The shank bone is the only part of the lamb that comes in the Passover celebration – a reminder that while the Temple stood each year, each family sacrificed       
and ate a lamb. No lamb is eaten now. Instead there is a roasted egg – an ancient symbol of mourning – grief for the Temple and a reminder that they could not sacrifice a lamb even if they wished to.]
Celebrant (Lifts plate of unleavened bread)  These unleavened cakes – why do we eat them? Because there was not sufficient time for the dough of our ancestors to leaven, before the Holy Supreme King of kings, blessed is He, appeared unto them and redeemed them, as it is said, “And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt; for it was not leavened because they were thrust out of Egypt and could not tarry, neither had they made any provision for themselves.”
(replace plate)
Celebrant: (lifts dish of bitter herbs)  This bitter herb – why do we eat it? Because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in Egypt, as it is said, “and they embittered their lives, with cruel bondage, in mortar and bricks, and in all manner of labour in the field.”
(replace the dish)
[Comment: There is also a dish of ‘haroset’ – a mixture of fruit and nuts chopped with cinnamon – the clay with which they made bricks and the cinnamon sticks for the straw.]
Celebrant: It is therefore incumbent upon every individual in every generation to look upon himself as if he had actually gone forth from Egypt as it is said, “And Thou shalt declare unto thy son in the day saying, ‘This is done because of that which the Lord did for ME, when I came forth from Egypt.’”
[Comment: As the Hagadah comes to an end the whole family read or chant the first two psalms of the Hallel – the psalms of praise. Psalms 113 and 114. We’ll sing part of 113 – Rejoice and Sing 720 ]
Celebrant: We therefore are in duty bound to thank, praise, adore, glorify, extol, honour, bless, exalt and reverence him, who wrought all these miracles for our ancestors and for us; he brought us forth from bondage to freedom; from sorrow to great joy, from mourning into holidays; from darkness to great light; and from servitude to redemption; and therefore let us chant unto him a new song. Hallelujah.  
All sing: “From the rising of the sun”  (Psalm 113)
[Comment: After a prayer the second cup of wine is drunk, each person reclining on the left side.]
Celebrant: Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.
(All drink)
[Comment: Washing, daughter.  The least person present (usually youngest girl)goes to the side table, brings jug of water, bowl and towel and places them before father. These are passed around the table; each in turn washes hands – pouring water over each hand separately held over basin with fist clenched.
(Argument between two people about who is least. Jesus takes towel and washes feet.)
John 13:1 -  I, your Lord and teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”  “Blessed are you if you do these things.” “I am not referring to you all but to those I have chosen.” Quotes Psalm 41 “He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” Jesus was greatly troubled. “One of you will betray me.” 
(Complete hand washing)]
Celebrant: Breaks off 2 small pieces of unleavened bread for each person – one from the top piece and one from the broken middle piece. Guests take own.
All  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe who bringest forth bread from the earth. Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with thy commandments and commanded us to eat unleavened bread.
All eat one piece
All dip other piece into bitter herb and haroset.
All  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast sanctified us with thy commandments and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.
All Eat bitter herb
[Comment  Celebrant breaks bottom matzo and takes 2 small pieces. Makes ‘Hillel Sandwich’ with horseradish. Eastern custom “Dipping the sop” in KJV. Give to the person he loves most.  This is called the Sop dipped into the bitter herbs mixture/sour vinegar and represents the bricks made in Egypt for their Egyptian masters.
(This is also called the ‘Hillel Sandwich’ in memory of the 1st century Rabbi who taught that enough of the bitter herbs should be upon the Matzah bread to bring tears to the eyes to remember the tears of the Hebrews in their captivity and bondage).
John 13 – At this point the disciples were questioning who it was who would betray him.]
Modern celebrant has fun with wife and prettiest girls.
Give Hillel Sandwich to wife.
Wife eats – all eat bread and bitter herb.
[Jesus tells John “The one to whom I give this bread when I have dipped it.”  Gave it to Judas.
John 13 – “As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.” “What you are about to do, do quickly.” “Judas went out, and it was night.”]
SUPPER SERVED		Hide Aphikomen
TABLE TALK TEACHING AT LAST SUPPER	 - John 13 – 17
· Now is the Son of Man glorified
· A new commandment – love one another
· In my Father’s house are many rooms. I go to prepare a place for you
· I am the way, the truth and the life
· Prayer promise – anything you ask in my name
· Promise of the Holy Spirit and work of the Holy Spirit
· The ruler of this world is coming – he has no power over me
· True vine – prayer promise – abide in me
· Third prayer promise – Ask the Father in my name
· High priestly prayer Ch17 vv 20-21 prayer for us.
(Aphikomen game. Hunt the bread for smarties) Take this bread
[Comment Remember this piece of bread is the Messiah – that which was buried – looking forward to the Messiah coming. Jews today regard the Aphikomen as representing the Pascal Lamb which can no longer be sacrificed.
Break this bread – distribute this bread – “This is my body which is for you.”]
Fill third cup – the cup of blessing. The “Grace” after a meal
Celebrant  	Give thanks to God for he is good.
		His love and kindness last for ever
		You open your hand and satisfy every living thing with your favour			Blessed is the man who trusts in God for God will always help him
		God will give strength to his people;
		He will bless his people with peace.
Raise the third cup
All  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
Celebrant  We have been remembering the old covenant
THIS IS THE NEW COVENANT in my blood.
All drink
LOOKING FORWARD
Fill 4th cup – including Elijah’s cup.  Look for Elijah – send daughter to open front door. He will come; we must be ready to welcome him – he must come before the Messiah comes. [Comment Jesus had said John was Elijah. Now there is no one to wait for before Christ comes again.]
Great Hallel	Psalm 117
	from	Psalm 118 – This is the day [RS 376 or 377]
			     - Thou art my God and I will praise thee
Lift 4th cup
All  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.
Drink 4th cup
Celebrant  O Lord our God, you are the blessed King of the Universe whom we thank for the wine and the food and the land which you have given as an inheritance to our fathers…… O Lord our God be merciful rot your people, to Jerusalem and to Zion the place of your glory.
Our Passover service is drawing to a close. We have repeated its traditional order. We have called upon God with songs of praise.
Next year may we celebrate the Seder in Jerusalem.
We have proclaimed the Lord’s death until he comes. Come Lord Jesus.
The Grace












The Four Promises (Exodus 6: 6 – 7)
I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians
I will free you from slavery
I will redeem you
I will take you as my people
The Four Cups
The Kiddush Cup – cup of Sanctification
The Haggadah cup – cup of the telling
The Cup of Blessing – grace after the meal
The Cup of Hallel – praise after the meal

The Plagues
Blood, frogs, gnats, flies, beasts, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death of the first born.

The Symbols
Salt water – Tears			Bitter Herbs – Suffering
Roasted egg – mourning			Leaven – evil / sin
Haroset – the mud used for making bricks in Egypt
Parsley – the hyssop used as a ‘paint brush’ to put the blood on the door posts
Matzah – Unleavened bread – without leaven (without sin) – pierced
The Aphikomen – the dessert – that which is to come
The shank bone – all that is left of the Paschal Lamb – no longer sacrificed since the destruction of the Temple.








From Psalm 113 
 
From the rising of the Sun 
To the going down of the same, 
The name of the Lord shall be praised. 
From the rising of the Sun 
To the going down of the same, 
The name of the Lord shall be praised. 
 
So Praise ye the Lord 
Praise ye the Lord 
From the rising of the sun 
To the going down of the same 
The name of the Lord shall be praised 

Psalm 118
This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made.
We shall rejoice, we shall rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made, we shall rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made.


Psalm 118
Thou art my God and I will praise Thee
Thou art my God, I will exalt Thee
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
for His mercy endureth for ever.
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