Baptism Assignments

Baptism Assignments

1. Having regard to the documents contained in the “Welcome to the Sacraments Course” pack (viz. Basis of Union, para.14, “Baptism and the Basis of Union”, and “Baptism for your Baby”), comment on the following three scenarios – 

· A.) Parents on the fringe of your church who have recently had a baby come to see you, wanting their baby “done”. What are the various things that might be offered liturgically (i.e. done in an act of worship) to mark the birth of this child and what factors are relevant to the decision about what is “done”?

· B.) A 17 year old member of your church youth group who was “christened” (as s/he puts it) as a baby has, through the school Christian Union, become a “born again Christian” and along with Pentecostal friends from the CU now wants to be baptised by total immersion. What advice are you going to give to her/him (and your eldership and others involved pastorally) and why?

· C.) You visit in hospital someone on the fringe of you church who is seriously ill. On arrival you learn (a) that he potentially has less than ½ hour to live, (b) that all the hospital chaplains are unavailable in the immediate future, and (c) that he has during this serious illness “given his life to Jesus Christ” but never been baptised and would now like to be received into the church. What are you going to do and why? (Assume that your minister/other key leaders from your congregation are unavailable.)

You may find it helpful to refer to services found in Worship from: the United Reformed Church. 
2. Briefly compare and contrast the URC’s baptism rites of 2003 (Worship from the United Reformed) and 1989 Service Book. (Note any differences in structure and content, and try to identify any differences in the theological emphases.) 
Note: neither offers a stand-alone service; both would be sections of a longer service.
[Homework after Session Three - Communion Order of Service

Prepare your own order of service for Holy Communion for use in the future. See note headed “Sacraments Course – Final Assignment (Communion Order): Instructions and Guidance Notes” for further details.]
