Instructions re Final Communion Order


Sacraments Course – Final Assignment (Communion Order): Instructions and Guidance Notes 
1. The final assignment is “Prepare your own order of service for Holy Communion for use in the future”. You may either (a) produce a general standard-form order from which you intend to work, or (b) to prepare a full order of service for a specific occasion – e.g. Easter Day, the first Sunday in Lent, etc. – as one would not necessarily handle the issues in the same way at different services, and it may be easier to think about the issues with a particular occasion (and congregation) in mind. If you choose option (b), make clear to the tutor what the specific occasion is and which congregation is assumed.
2. Please note the following instructions/advice:

a. Your order must be for an entire service, whether or not you would expect to conduct the whole of it. (i.e. Like the four URC orders) 

b. Identify where hymns, readings, talk/sermon, and prayers of intercession will come. If you are producing a standard–form, you don’t need to give further details. If you are submitting a service for a particular occasion, include details of hymns and readings, but not the text of the sermon or prayers of intercession.
c. As regards the aspects of the service that relate to communion (including approach/confession/assurance of pardon), please identify the source of any prayers, etc., used (e.g. "Worship from: the URC, Second Order, para.15", or as the case may be) and, in the case of material in Worship from:….. include the full text. Having the full script in front of you will also enable you to think more clearly about whether your service “works”. If you decide to use prayers, etc., from other sources, you need to provide the tutor with the actual text from those other sources as well as providing a reference. 
d. Please include footnotes, or general explanatory notes, to explain the positions of the Peace, Lord’s Prayer, etc. (or their omission), or any other features that might be deemed unusual. Remember to draw on previous learning about the pros and cons of different positions. 
e. Think about practicalities. E.g. If you want to use corporate prayers for all members of the congregation to say, how will the words they need to say be made available to them?
3. Many liturgical decisions are determined by local custom rather than what compilers of service books think appropriate! You may well feel that there are tensions between good liturgical practice and local custom in some respects, but that you have to comply to some extent with local practice. It is important that your assignment makes clear to the tutor to what extent you are following local practice and to what extent you are applying the lessons of this course. Bear in mind also that, if you are a lay preacher, you would not necessarily always preside in the same church: you therefore need to know what is generally appropriate and may need to refrain from exporting your own home church’s idiosyncrasies to other congregations! 

4. Tutors reserve the right to ask you questions about the selection or placing of any items! 

5. Although the course material has encouraged you to express your own preferences, remember that you are presiding on behalf of others. 
6. All the items in the “Approach to God” section of a service found in Rejoice & Sing 1-8 will work with any of the Lord Supper sections
 of the four orders in Worship from… Whilst the availability of the material in WORD format enables you to pick and mix items from the different orders, it is inadvisable for inexperienced presidents to do so, at least at the outset, because the orders work in different ways and do not contain exact equivalents. If you pick and mix, you may therefore end up with unintended omissions or duplications. 
7. My own practice has been to follow broadly the same sequence but use different “ingredients” at different services, as appropriate to the occasion. 
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� Whether or not labelled such.
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