Music at Parkgate & Neston
Although there is no longer a choir singing regularly, a group of singers meets and rehearses music for the special services of the Christian year.  Church membership also includes several instrumentalists, including young musicians, of a good standard who also meet from time to time – but it is hard to encourage the youngsters to maintain a regular commitment.
Tony Davies is now able to share his support of Sunday worship with a rota of organists, allowing him more time to compose traditional (i.e. 4-part harmony) hymn tunes.  Tony trained as a music teacher and taught full-time in schools until 1997 when he became freelance.  He also undertook private music tuition until recently.
The Organ

Worship at the church is supported by a 2-manual organ based on a ‘borrowed system’ and built by George Sixsmith of Ashton-under-Lyme in 1986.  It is thought to be unique in having glass shutters on the swell box.  A specification is available on request.
Refreshments

Coffee and tea on arrival, during the breaks and at lunchtime are 
covered by the cost for the day. A light buffet lunch will also be provided.

Cost

£10 per member of URC Music and £12.50 for non-members.
Travel, Accommodation & Parking
There is ample parking at the church and ramped access into the building.

Neston railway station is on the line from Wrexham to Bidston with an hourly service and connections to Liverpool.

The Ship Hotel, Neston is about 10 minutes walk from the church info@the-shiphotel.co.uk  and there are several Premier Inns not far away.
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Music Celebration Day 2016

[image: image3.jpg]



Parkgate & Neston United Reformed Church, Moorside Lane, Parkgate, Wirral

SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER

‘All Good Gifts Around Us’
Introduction

It is not often that URC Music Day is held at a church where one of the members is a leading hymn writer.  So it is a great pleasure to have been invited to Parkgate & Neston URC by Alan Gaunt, our Honorary President, and we look forward to singing some of his newer hymns,  with new music composed by Tony Davies, one of the church’s organists.  Music Day will truly celebrate, then, the good gifts of those around us, not only those who write and compose but also those who select and choose music for the worship of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Programme

9.30

Coffee and Registration

10.00

Welcome & Opening Worship  -  Rev Hilary Bell

10.30

A History of Parkgate & Neston – Sheila Davies

10.45

An interview with Revd Alan Gaunt

11.00

Coffee
11.15

Workshop - Celebrating New Hymns


Led by Alan Gaunt and Tony Davies

12.30

Lunch
1.30

ANNUAL MEETING

2.15

Workshop – ‘Let’s Choose some Music’


To encourage confidence in choosing



suitable and inspiring music for worship.



Led by members of the URC Music Committee
3.45

Tea

4.00

Closing Worship
4.30

Depart

A Brief History of Parkgate & Neston Church
The church at Parkgate & Neston began life as a Presbyterian Church founded in 1857 by a small group of mainly Scottish people who bought the failing Congregational church in the square at Parkgate.
Christian witness continued here until the present church on Moorside Lane was built in 1884, enabled by generous donations of land and money not only from members of the church but also from friends in other denominations.  The church did not have a hall until the late 1960s, although a small schoolroom had been built under the church as a temporary measure.



The Reverend Alan Gaunt

Alan Gaunt was born in Manchester where his father was a Congregational Minister.  He was ordained at Clitheroe in 1958 and since then until his retirement to Neston in 2000 has served in various churches throughout the north of England.  Alan began writing hymns during the 1960s but it was some time before any were published.  Four collections are now available from Stainer & Bell.  In 1998, Alan received an Honorary MA for his hymn-writing from Manchester University.  He has also written and published books of prayers as well as poetry.  Alan accepted the invitation to become our Honorary President in 2008.
Honorary President:


The Reverend Alan Gaunt


Patrons: 


The Moderators of General Assembly
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In the early 2000s the congregation took the bold step of completely refurbishing the inside of the church, which involved the removal of pews and the pulpit, extensive alterations to both the inside and the entrance of the church, the laying of a carpet, and re-decoration. This work, including the wall panels designed by artist and church member Kay Andrews and created by a team of ladies from the church has transformed the church into a colourful, warm and inviting place.





The early church on 


Moorside Lane








