(Tutorial Three or Second Session at Study Day)
BAPTISM

[(5 mins).   Prayer and welcome – not necessary if this session takes place at a Study Day, where a session on communion will already have taken ] 
1. (10 minutes) URC understanding of baptism The Manual p.A2;14 The definition of “sacrament” – Different denominational understandings. How RCs, Baptists and Anglicans see baptism as fitting into their institutions and church life. What is important – the ritual or the spiritual grace it enacts? Much of modern church thinking about baptism is based on confused understanding.  Students need to be faced with this and enabled to live with the contradictions.   
· [Check whether students accept/are prepared to adhere to URC’s policy.]

· Mention here the right of a URC minister not to baptise an infant but the duty of the church to arrange for someone else to do it. Mention the theological irrelevancy of god-parents in the Reformed tradition]

2. (up to 15 minutes) Background in early church    Jewish washing rituals and their purpose; John’s baptism; the Trinitarian formula; catechumenate in the early church, vigils; instruction; baptistries.

· [Mention that baptism had Jewish roots but that both John the Baptist and Jesus reinterpreted the rite. 
· Ask where you would look for the font in a medieval church building and why – i.e. near the door, baptism as rite of entry into the church]

3. (30 mins) Questions from homework scenarios 
The three scenarios are intended to cover 

· (A) the different things that can be “done” to babies and which are appropriate in which circumstances. (Explore in discussion Christian baptism as rite of entry to the church – what this means, implications for participation in church life, etc; requests by non-Christians; does everyone have the right to have their child “done”?)
· (B) How to handle sincere requests for rebaptism of believers who were baptised as infants.
· (C) Emergency baptism in hospital
In discussion cover, as appropriate, preparation for baptism – the person to be baptised, (if a child) the parents, the god-parents. How this might be undertaken, who should be seen, when, how often, etc. (for a church family, for a totally unchurched family.) Consider role of the congregation – at the service; in following years.

4. (50 mins – 20 mins for construction, 30 mins for reflection) Liturgy Construct a liturgy from cards (ask students to consider whether it be the same for infants as believers). This is a similar exercise to the Communion Liturgy Game but more time is allowed as material will be less familiar and to allow reflection on homework scenarios. 

All the cards should be considered, including any that students would omit from an actual service they would conduct. 
The following issues should be covered. 

· The shape of the liturgy - should be very similar whether it’s an adult or infant baptism. When discussing students’ orders, bring in reflection on homework scenarios and the different structures of the two URC rites considered in the homework; explain possible theological differences between them. Deal with homework scenario C – emergency baptism in hospital (i.e. what are the absolute minimum requirements for a baptism?) Possibly give sample material of services actually conducted – e.g. all-age infant baptism service; believers’ baptism + “confirmation”/admission to membership + communion) 

· Being Reformed, being ecumenical – there’s sometimes a tension between the two approaches

· Addressing the Candidate – Many Reformed liturgies (e.g. Church of Scotland Book of Common Order, following the practice of the French Reformed Church), include a section in which the President addresses the candidate, even if the candidate is a baby). [See PCUSA samples of addressing candidate – Document J5]
· Testimonies. Confirmation?  Relationship of baptism to Church membership, right hand of fellowship, presentations. 

· Methods of administration – immersion (it may be helpful to demonstrate how to hold and immerse someone (without the water!); how to reassure them, give them an arm to hold on to, permission to hold their nose etc.), consignation, pouring.  Other symbols – candles, clothing. Anointing with oil and its meaning.  Laying on of hands and its meaning

· Students might also raise issues of Baptism in the Holy Spirit and tutors should be prepared either to respond immediately or to refer the student elsewhere or to books.

4. Practical arrangements (10 mins) –   venue, towels, change of clothes, keeping warm, baptismal registers, cradle rolls, certificates. (N.B. – essential to keep adequate records as may need to provide evidence of the baptism decades later.)
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