Tutors’ Notes for Session One, as revised Jan 2016

Session One 

1. (10 mins) Welcome, introductions, worship and prayer 
2. (10 mins) Explanations (as required), nature of the course (including a pass/fail element), URC’s attitude to worship (i.e. Service books not mandatory or prescriptive, but wisdom and consistency with Reformed theology is needed)  
3. (15 mins)   The definition of “sacrament”

Drama, the power and use of symbol. Students are offered the traditional definition –“An outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace”

A paraphrase “Acting out on earth what God has done or is doing in heaven” and the URC Manual statement about baptism “making explicit at a time and to a person what God has accomplished in Christ….”

Students are asked to think of some symbol which has a profound effect on them eg flags, pageantry or whatever and to understand the drama of the sacrament as being much more than words.

They are invited also to consider how their own understanding as president will communicate itself in a number of ways to the congregation …..without words.

4. (10 mins - interactive) What’s in a name? Ask the students what names they have heard used to describe the sacramental meal involving bread and wine and explore what that name communicates about the sacrament. Names students should come up with are: “communion”, “eucharist”, “Lord’s Supper” (correct them if they say “Last Supper”), “breaking of bread”, “mass”. Rice & Huffstutler, p.72, gives a handy summary)   

5.  (20 mins – discussion) Denominational differences in understanding of Holy Communion/the Mass/the Eucharist -     
Different understandings within the Reformed tradition itself – Zwingli and Calvin. Do Reformed Christians believe that Christ is really present at the eucharist? [N.B. Students may have a tendency to impute to other traditions doctrinal positions that those traditions do not in fact or officially hold – e.g. failure to realise that the doctrine of transubstantiation was actually an attempt to overcome crude literalism; imputation to the Church of England Roman Catholic doctrines that may be held by very Anglo-Catholic clergy but are hard to reconcile with the Church’s official doctrine. Better therefore to say what Reformed traditions do (or might) believe. Rice & Huffstutler, ch.5, is excellent on these matters.]
A (bare) memorial or a thanksgiving?
“Remembering” – what kind of remembering should be involved. Pick up in discussion of the Passover: remembering as ownership of the story (“We were slaves in Egypt….”)

          What different members of their congregations may understand.

         The URC Manual statements about the Sacraments. Students are expected to have understood and assented to the Manual statements (2000 edition) on pages A2 to A4.


6. (20 mins)  Background in the Passover.  Discussion of what was gained from the preparation.    
     Celebration of deliverance.  The blessing.

      Demonstrations of the drama.  The Telling; the washing, dipping of bitter herbs, the “Hillel sandwich” the broken middle piece; the aphikomen. OR [PPT Presentation]
 
            This is likely to lead to a new (and sometimes fundamental) understanding of what went on in the Last Supper and the emphasis on the “mighty works of God”, “Deliverance from slavery” “celebration (there were 4 glasses of wine!)”  “the reality of God in action” and the Old Testament ideas of God as the background and basis of Jesus’s teaching.
      Also the way the Jewish celebration still forms a major plank in the survival of Judaism and in education the children.  The celebration looks back into history and forward to Messiah

7. (20 mins) Bible Study background in the NT.:  the Words of Institution (1 Cor 11;23-26):  The marriage feast of the Lamb (Rev.19; 7-9)
         Compare the 4 gospel accounts  The purpose of this is to get the students looking for biblical authority, to encourage their discernment, and to realise that there are differences in the way the Last Supper is recorded – which gives us permission to vary and develop our own wording and orders of service.

8. (20 mins) The essentials and the liturgy   What must be included.  How do you decide on the order?
     Handout 2 provides a synopsis and lists the traditional content of mainstream Christian churches. Tutors may wish to make use of the PowerPoint slides provided (either as an actual presentation or as a handout) 

9. (5 mins) Briefing about homework for next session. It is suggested that tutors give oral briefing based on note RG01-Health Warnings and follow it up with an email based on that note. 

Handouts in the ‘Welcome to the Sacraments Course’ Pack, to be given out during Session: 

The pack consists of the following documents:
1Y – Welcome to the Sacraments Course (Cover for other docs)
2P – The Sacrament of Holy Communion
3Gn – Notes on the theological bases of the liturgy (produced with the draft order of service tested out before Worship from: the United Reformed Church was published)
4W – Home communion
5L – The Faith of the URC – Extract from Basis of Union
6Y – Baptism and the Basis of Union
7W – Baptism for Your Baby

The suffix letters refer to the colours of paper on which packs are typically produced:
Gn = Green
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gy = Grey
L = Lilac
P = Pink
W = White
Y = Yellow

