Introduction to the Revised Edition
Synod Sacraments Course 
Introduction to Revised Edition (2016) 
Some time ago I undertook the task of producing a new edition of the Synod Sacraments Course material, i.e. a revision rather than a complete re-write. The revised edition therefore has many of the same strengths and weaknesses as the original. 
It is recognised that tutors may wish to customise the Course material (e.g. adding pictures to PowerPoint presentations, adapt standard-form handouts as appropriate to particular cohorts of students).     
Changes to Communion Material
Removal of all references to “Prayer of Consecration”, a term not used in Worship from: the United Reformed Church.
Greater clarity as to what assignments entail. 
Changes to the original edition of the tutorial one material are –
1. Reduction in emphasis on the Passover. I agree with J. Jeremias (The Eucharistic Words of Jesus) – by whom the course author, the late Rev. Mike Hensman, was clearly heavily influenced - that the Last Supper was a Passover meal and that the Passover context clearly informs our understanding of the meal. However, there was an undue emphasis on the Passover – as I. Howard Marshall points out (Last Supper and Lord’s Supper), the early church soon left the Passover context behind, so radical was Jesus’s reinterpretation of the meal at the Last Supper. For this reason I introduced assignment option B (exploring the relationship between (a) the Passover and Last Supper and (b) the Last Supper and the Lord’s Supper) as an alternative. Whilst difficult, it does get students to consider the theological issue that is relevant to communion presidents. It is expected that this question be covered at the tutorial and that the students’ homework will prepare them for discussion. 
2. As we are not training students to conduct a Christianised Passover meal, I have reduced the emphasis on the Seder leaflet. Moreover, it invariably confuses some students, even when the “health warning” is given (as in the revised rubric) that this is a Christianised version of the Passover rather than something that non-Messianic Jews would use. 
3. Changes to the “Sacrament of Holy Communion” leaflet (part of the ‘Welcome to the Sacraments Course’ pack), mainly stylistic but to make the notes less directive/prescriptive. 
Change to the tutorial two homework
In comparing various orders of service, students are no longer asked to consider the Christ Church and Upton Chapel rite (students often failed to realise it was not a complete service; the alleged prayer of confession was actually a prayer of approach).

Changes to the tutorial two material
Revisions of the communion liturgy card game. 
Changes to the baptism material
Instead of writing general notes précising material in the ‘Welcome to the Sacraments’ pack, students are asked in their homework to examine three scenarios intended to cover 
· (A) the different things that can be “done” to babies and which are appropriate in which circumstances. 
· (B) How to handle sincere requests for rebaptism of believers who were baptised as infants.
· (C) Emergency baptism in hospital

Revisions of the baptism liturgy card game (“red herrings” removed). More time is allowed for the liturgy game to enable students to see how the sacrament of baptism might fit into a main Sunday service, and to compare the 1989 rites and 2003 rites in order to see the theological issues at stake. 
**
These changes have been used experimentally on two courses and it is felt that they bring improvement, especially as regards baptism where their handling of the scenarios makes it clear whether or not students understand and accept the URC’s policy and approach.
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