
 We believe in the one, holy, catholic, apostolic Church, in heaven and on 
 earth, wherein by the same Spirit, the whole company of believers is made 
 one Body of Christ, to worship God and serve him and all men in his  
 kingdom of righteousness and love. 
 
 We rejoice in the gift of eternal life, and believe that, in the fullness of  time, 
 God will renew and gather in one all things in Christ, to whom, with the 
 Father and the Holy Spirit, by glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
 both now and ever. 
 
18. The United Reformed Church, under the authority of Holy Scripture and in 
 corporate responsibility to Jesus Christ its everliving head, acknowledges 
 its duty to be open at all times to the leading of the Holy Spirit and therefore 
 affirms its right to make such new declarations of its faith and for such     
 purposes as may from time to time be required by obedience to the same 
 Spirit.  

10. The United Reformed Church, believing that it is through the freedom of 
 the Spirit that Jesus Christ holds his people in the fellowship of the one 
 Body, shall uphold the rights of personal conviction. It shall be for the 
 church, in safeguarding the substance of the faith and maintaining the 
 unity of the fellowship, to determine when these rights are asserted to the 
 injury of its unity and peace. 
 

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH AND THE  
PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

 
11. Within the one, holy, catholic, apostolic Church the United Reformed 
 Church acknowledges its responsibility under God: 
 
• To make its life a continual offering of itself and the world to God in       

adoration and worship through Jesus Christ: 
 
• To receive and express the renewing life of the Holy Spirit in each place 

and in its total fellowship, and there to declare the reconciling and saving 
power of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

 
• To live out, in joyful and sacrificial service to all in their various physical 

and spiritual needs, that ministry of caring, forgiving and healing love 
which Jesus Christ brought to all whom he met: 

 
• And to bear witness to Christ’s rule over the nations in all the variety of 

their organized life.  
 

THE FAITH OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 
12. The United Reformed Church confesses the faith of the Church catholic in 
 one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It acknowledges that the life of faith 
 to which it is called is a gift of the Holy Spirit continually received in Word 
 and Sacrament and in the common life of God’s people. It acknowledges 
 the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments, discerned under the 
 guidance of the Holy Spirit, as the supreme authority for the faith and con
 duct of all God’s people. 
 
13. The United Reformed Church believes that, in the ministry of the Word, 
 through preaching and the study of the Scriptures. God makes known in 
 each age his saving love, his will for his people and his purpose for the 
 world.  
 



14.  The United Reformed Church observes the gospel sacrament of baptism 
 into Christ as a gift of God to his Church, and as an appointed means of 
 grace. Baptism is administered with water in the name of the Father and of 
 the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It is the sacrament of entry into the Church 
 and is therefore administered once only to any person.  
‘ 
 When the Church observes this sacrament it makes explicit at a particular 
 time and place and for a particular person what God has accomplished in 
 Christ for the whole creation and for all humankind—the forgiveness of 
 sins, the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit and newness of life in the   
 family of God. In this sacrament the Church affirms its faith in the action of 
 God in Jesus Christ; and takes corporate responsibility for those receiving 
 baptism, promising to support and nourish them as it received them into its 
 fellowship. Baptism may be administered in infancy or at an age of          
 responsibility. Both forms of baptism shall be made available in the life of 
 every worshipping congregation . In either case the sacrament of baptism is 
 a unique part of the total process of Christian initiation. When baptism is 
 administered at an age of responsibility, upon profession of faith, those 
 baptised enter at once upon the full privileges and responsibilities of     
 membership. When baptism is administered to infants, upon profession of 
 faith by their parent(s), they are placed under the nurture of the Church that 
 they may be led by the Holy Spirit in due time to make their own profession 
 of faith in Christ as their Saviour and Lord, and enter upon the full privileges 
 and responsibilities of membership. These two patterns of Christian          
 initiation are recognised by the United Reformed Church.  
 
 The profession of faith to be made prior to baptism by a believer or at an 
 age of responsibility by one baptised in infancy is indicated in Schedule A*. 
 This profession, and its acceptance by the church which shares in it, is a         
 necessary part of the process of initiation and whenever possible it should 
 be made at a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  
 
 The United Reformed Church includes within its membership both persons 
 whose conviction it is that baptism can only be appropriately administered 
 to a believer and those whose conviction it is that infant baptism also is in 
 harmony with the mind of Christ. Both convictions are honoured by the 
 church and both forms of baptism are understood to be used by God in the 
 up building of faith. Should these differences of conviction within the one 
 church result in personal conflict of conscience it will require to be  
 pastorally reconciled in mutual understanding and charity, and in  
 
* Admission to the full privileges and responsibilities of membership of the 
Church shall be in accordance with paragraphs 2(1) and 2(2)(vi) of the 
structure and with Schedule A. 

This profession, and its acceptance by the church which shares in it, is a         

 accordance with the Basis of Union, in the first instance by the elders’ 
 meeting of the local congregation, and if necessary by the wider councils 
 of the church. Whether the baptism is of an infant or a believer, whether it 
 is by  pouring or immersion, it shall not be such to which a conscientious  
 objection is taken either by the person administering baptism, or by the 
 person seeking it, or by the parent(s) requesting it for an infant. 
 
15. The United Reformed Church celebrates the gospel sacrament of the 
 Lord’s Supper. When in obedience to the Lord’s command his people 
 show forth his sacrifice on the cross by the bread broken and the wine 
 outpoured for them to eat and drink, he himself, risen and ascended, is 
 present and gives himself to them for their spiritual nourishment and 
 growth in grace. United with him and with the whole church on earth and 
 in heaven, his people gathered at his table present their sacrifice of 
 thanksgiving and renew the offering of themselves, and rejoice in the 
 promise of his coming in glory. 
 
16. The United Reformed Church gives thanks for the common life of the 
 Church, wherein the people of God, being made members one of          
 another, are called to love and serve one another and all people       
 every where and to grow together in grace and in the knowledge of the 
 Lord Jesus Christ. Participating in the common life of the Church within 
 the local church, they enter into the life of the Church throughout the 
 world. With that whole Church they also share in the life of the Church in 
 all ages and in the communion of saints have fellowship with the Church 
 triumphant. 
 
17. The United Reformed Church at the date of formation confesses its faith 
 in the words of this statement:- 
 
 We believe in the one living and true God, creator, preserver and ruler of 
 all things in heaven and earth, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Him alone we 
 worship, and in him we put our trust. 
 
 We believe that God, in his infinite love for men, gave his eternal Son,     
 Jesus Christ our Lord, who became man, lived on earth in perfect love 
 and obedience, died upon the cross for our sins, rose again from the 
 dead and lives for evermore, saviour, judge and king. 
 
 We believe that, by the Holy Spirit, this glorious Gospel is made effective 
 so that through faith we receive the forgiveness of sins, newness of life 
 as children of God and strength in this present world to do his will. 
 
  


