Homework before session one


Homework before Session One

Homework - preparation before arrival.   (In ALL homework, students are asked to make notes and hand them in at the tutorial or to email them to the tutor prior to the tutorial. The purpose is twofold: (i) to assist their own study and give something to refer back to and (ii) to show, in sufficient detail for the tutors to understand, what has struck the students and any further help needed. The homework may also give evidence if the question arises as to whether the student has “successfully completed” the course. The “notes” may either take the form of an essay or bullet points but they need to be legible and comprehensible to the tutor.)
Do either Section A or Section B, AND Section C

Section A 

(i) The Origins of Holy Communion in the Passover.   Read and make notes on the enclosed introductory booklet - the Haggadah - about the Passover rituals. Consider the main similarities and differences between the Passover liturgy and our Christian communion liturgy. You may find it preferable to do part (ii) before you make your notes on (i). 
N.B. This is a Christianised version of the Passover liturgy rather than one that would be used by non-Messianic Jews. 

(ii)       The Origins of Holy Communion in scripture.  Compare the gospel narratives as they relate to Passover meals, looking particularly at what words were recorded as spoken.  Read and note the main differences between the four gospel stories of the Last Supper – Matt. 26: 17 – 35; Mark 14: 22 – 25;   Luke 22: 14 – 30; John 13: 1 -35  and 18:1 and between the gospel accounts and Paul’s account in 1 Cor.11; 23-26. See also John 6:4 and 35-58. See also what John records as “table talk” between 13:32 and 18.1. 
As you read the gospel and Pauline accounts, make a written note of the main points which reflect or directly include any of the words or actions of the Passover Seder as you read it in (i).           

Section B

Write an essay, addressing the following:
What is the relationship between the Passover and the Last Supper, and between the Last Supper and the Lord’s Supper? (Support your answers with reference to the scriptures referred to in A(ii)). 

Comment – on both sections 

Try to read the passages in a literal translation such as the RSV, NRSV or NIV rather than a paraphrase such as The Message or the Good News Bible. 

If you can obtain access to a Synopsis of the gospels (i.e. a book that aligns the passages from the different gospels in parallel columns), you will more easily be able to spot the similarities and differences between the various gospel accounts. A minister or other regular preacher may well be able to lend you a Synopsis – various editions exist. 
Section C
(iii)      Look up in Rejoice and Sing nos. 3, 4, 10 and 12.  Where there are alternatives consider which you prefer and note why. (The reasons are more important than the actual preferences)
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