Study Day/Tutorial Two – Tutors’ Notes re Communion
Blue font = Material from original course booklet

Opening Prayers (10 mins)
Introductory Comments (15 mins)
Concerns, questions, anxieties arising from last tutorial or points arising from homework for session one
Arising out of assignment C (the communion items in R&S), it may be desirable to:

Point out (with aid of flipchart sheet) that R&S 2-4 (Approach, Confession, Assurance of Pardon) can be used with any of the Communion sections of the four Orders in Worship from: the United Reformed Church. The prayers that form R&S 2-4 are distributed among the four orders but there is no significance in this. 

R&S 10 Offertory Prayers

· Check that students understand what liturgists mean by “Offertory”, and need to check what an unfamiliar congregation may mean by the term. Practicalities – are the gifts of money being received at the same time as the communion elements are brought in/uncovered or at a different time?

· Comment that, whilst 10(b) could be used at a non-communion service, 10 (a) would not work in that context (c.f. “food and drink”).

R&S 12 Thanksgiving – 
· Responses (or some of them) can be used with a wide range of prayers but R&S 10 is not of itself a prayer of Thanksgiving. 
· Illustrate by reference to thanksgiving in First Order in Worship from. [Document J3]: Give out copies. Ask about the relationship between what’s on the sheet and R&S 12.]
· Explain what the Sursum Corda is and what the Sanctus is communicating [Handout RG 03 - extract from A New Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship – may be useful]
· Point out that these

· Come from the very early church

· Are in widespread use ecumenically 

Remember last time

· Is there a discrepancy between what Reformed churches officially claim to believe and what is often done at local church level? In principle, we have a high view of the sacraments - as did Calvin!
· We did an exercise to identify which bits of the communion liturgy were essential and which bits were merely desirable. 
·  Keep these in mind as we carry out today’s task, and remember your conclusions when you come to draw up your communion order at the end of the course, as your final assignment.

Then follow course material for session two:
1. The Place of the Sacrament in a Public Worship Service (20 mins)

(a) The Reformed Tradition. The place of “Word” with “Sacrament”. (The relationship between word and sacrament (same gospel proclaimed; c.f. the perception that preaching is sacramental within the Reformed tradition) The invitation.  Congregational participation. The role and function of the president. 

(b) The role of the president - Ask students how they see the roles of president: servant, creator of drama, facilitator, leader, member of the body, sometimes prophet, priest, explaining to visitors, responsible for “decency and in order”, and, ultimately, Jesus, enabling the congregation to encounter the living God. [Handout …]. 

(c) Why lay presidency? Students should achieve a good grasp of the URC conventions, authority, the need to prevent other denominations from thinking we devalue the sacraments – hence training and authorisation for lay presidents.
· “pastoral necessity” – the congregation’s not the president’s! 

· Delegatus non delegare! (i.e. you should do all the presidential tasks yourself, not share them with others. If in doubt, do them yourself!) 
· Some would argue that this should in principle include sending out the congregation (“Dismissal”) and saying the blessing (aka “benediction”) 

(c) Who should receive? Consider who may be invited to receive, varied conventions and views, children, the need to check when visiting other churches.

2. The Four Great Actions (10 mins)
Taking; Breaking; Distributing; Receiving – what they signify and what they contain. Actions and word. Silences.
It is here particularly that students realise that, if they really understand the actions e.g. The Incarnational element in “the Taking”, they will automatically convey, perhaps mind to mind or, more likely, spirit to spirit something of the unseen mystery of the sacrament.

a. Reminder about the Offertory/Taking. You don’t need to make a big thing of it, but need to do something to show that ordinary things are now being set apart for a special use

b. Breaking – 

i. ensure that you do have something to break! (i.e. Pre-cubed bits can be a problem!). 

ii. Ensure that the congregation can see you do it.

c. Receiving 

i. It’s typical for URC communicants to receive in their seats, but there is no requirement! (Methodist – “tables” (groups going up together); Anglican – going forward to receive; serving your neighbour. All these are permissible (and appropriate in some circumstances). But ensure that everyone knows what’s supposed to happen.) 

ii. Is distribution going to be in silence or are distributing elders going to say something? 
iii. Note different local conventions as to when the elders and president receive. Don’t forget the elders!
3. Construct a Liturgy – card game (30 minutes, including plenary reflection time)
Needs to be played at a table or on the floor. In groups students arrange the cards, which contain the titles for various parts of the communion liturgy, in an appropriate order.  Hopefully they end up with an agreed order of service and identify points needing further discussion. (e.g. What would be the significance of sharing the Peace in this position rather than that?). It gives rise to a lot of discussion of pros and cons and crystallises the work they did as homework in preparation. The tutor needs to manage the event, ask questions (e.g. Why do you want put it there?) and answer questions about what particular items are.
4. Practice gestures (at communion table) (at least 30 mins: minutes per student, plus plenary reflection time) 
The aim is to give each student, affirmation and confidence in speaking and (especially) in gestures. Each in turn is asked to read sections 20- the end of the responses in section 22 from Fourth Order in Worship from: the United Reformed Church while standing behind the communion table, on which each president will have laid out various items as s/he deems appropriate. Presidents are asked to comment on how they felt and other students are asked to comment as “members of the congregation”. This exercise needs careful management by the tutor. It is quite time consuming and 6 students is the maximum in any one room – 4 is better.  For more than 6, another tutor and room and table is essential. Students typically find this a memorable part of the programme. 
Note that the Fourth Order, including the section the students will read, includes a Taking as well as an Offertory and that that it is the only order printed in Worship from: to do so. It presents challenges as to when to lift the elements and when to break the bread.

Mention that at the end of the tutorial (if three session course) or the end of the Study Day), the students will see a tutor preside. There may be advantage in the tutor using the same sections of the Fourth Order. 
5. Practicalities (20 mins)
Questions from students

Points that might be considered are - various sorts of bread, wafers (possibly desirable in hospital or home communions with sick or dying people), size of pieces of bread and the effect on the timing of eating and meditating, authority of the president to ensure it is done as he/she requires, alcohol, non-alcohol etc, etc. The tutor may need to emphasise the importance of clean and well laid linen and silver ware and all the practicalities as being to the glory of God

[6. Will there be a service of communion at this point?]
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